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REMARKS. 



The House being in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Webster in the 
chair, on the bill making provision for the surviving 
officers of the revolution : — 

Mr. Everett, of Massachusetts, addressed the 
committee as follows : 

Mr. Chairman, 

If I consulted only my inclination, I should cer- 
tainly leave the cause of the revolutionary ojfficers 
in the powerful and eloquent advocacy of my honora- 
ble friend (Mr. Sprague), who has just taken his seat. 
I should be desiraus oj^voiding the appearance of at- 
tempting to say over again, what he has so happily and 
so forcibly urged in their behalf. It is, however, a, 
subject, on which my sense of duty will not allow 
me to give a silent vote ; and I must therefore ask 
the indulgence of the committee, while i endeavour, 
very cursorily, to answer some of the ohjecti&os 
which have been urged to the passage of the bill, 
and whilb I briefly state some of the reasons for 
which I shall vote for the bill, and for the amend- 
ment of my honorable colleague (Mr. Reed). 

It has bieen objected. Sir, to the claim of the rev- 
olutionary officers, that it is one, not of justice, but 
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of gratitude. This description of the claim does 
not, I confess, carry a very distinct idea to my 
mind. I understaml what would be* meant by 
saying, that it is a claim, not on our justice, but our 
generosity. This might be said of a claim founded 
on services not entitled to compensation, but pre- 
senting a fair occasion for the exercise of liberality. 
But a claim on our gratitude must surely be found- 
ed on real and important services. These services 
must, of course, create a claim also on' our justice, 
which can only be discharged by full and ample 
compensation. That, certainly, has never been 
done in the case of the revolutionary officers ; and 
if their claim is, therefore, as is admitted, a claim 
on our gratitude, it is, for the same reason, a claim 
on our justice. 

The respected gentleman from North Carolina (Mr, 
Allston) said, that he was one of thos>, who, when an 
account had been paid, wished to have it closed, and 
hear no more about it. So am I, Sir, but not till 
it has been paid. I am one of those who will 
not agree to an account's being closed, till it is 
paid, whether I stand in the relation of a cred- 
itor or a debtor. If I. am the debtor, it shall not 
be closed till I have paid the uttermost farthing, 
which nothing but inevitable necessity shall prevent 
my doing. If I am the creditor, it shall not be 
closed till it is paid, unless my debtor be unable to 
discharge it ; and then, if he is poorer than I, I will 
forgive the debt. 

Sir, how was this account paid, which the gentle- 
man wishes to consider as closed ? It was paid after 
a total bankruptcy of the country. I do not re- 
proach her necessities, God forbid ! But I say, 
that when the country settled with the army of 



the Revolution, she was insolvent, she was bankrupt : 
she made a paltry dividend, 2s. 6d. in the pound. 
Now we have grown rich ; we are rolling in wealth ; 
our old creditor, in the extremity of age, and often 
in want, comes and asks for a little relief out of our 
abundance. We tell him we paid him forty years 
ago ; that we have his discharge in our pocket, and 
bid him begone. The gentleman said when an ac- 
count was settled and paid, he wished to hear no 
more about it. - Sir, I want to hear one thing more 
about it ; that it was fully paid and fairly settled. 

Mr. Chairman, it is objected to the passage of 
this bill, that some of those, for whom it provides 
relief, remained in possession of their certificates of 
final settlement, until they rose to the par value, 
or even above it. If I thought that any considera- 
ble number of the surviving oflScers of the Revolution 
were in this situation, I do not know that I shoulcf 
be unwilling to introduce such provisoes and limita- 
tions into the bill, as would exclude such persons 
from participating in its benefits. 

But, Sir, I do not suppose that any gentleman 
who hears me, believes that the number of the 
officers of the Revolution who weje thus able to 
reserve their certificates, and fimd them at par, can 
be so considerable as to make it important to take 
their case into special consideration. Be they few 
or many, I am not prepared to allow, that even they 
ought, as a matter of justice, to be shut out from 
the provisions of the bill. They were entitled to 
money or available securities. You gave them no 
money, and securities worth but an eighth of their 
nominal value. They had, perhaps, a pittance 
which enabled them to live firom day to day, with- 
out sacrificing their certificates at the market value. 
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These they reserved, not knowing that they Would 
eventually be worth the paper on which they were 
printed. They speculated in their own funds, not 
voluntarily, but by compulsion : and I cannot think 
that their having done so, unquestionably in a very 
few cases, of which it does not appear that any one 
is among those now presented to our consideration, 
ought to form a reason for excluding them, far less 
all the other surviving officers, from the benefits 
contemplated by this bill. 

It has been made an objection to this bill, that it 
tends to enlarge ther pension system of the UMted 
States. Sir, nothing is more decidedly in opposition 
to a republican policy, not merely than the enlarge- 
ment of a pension system, but than the existence of 
any thing which could be properly ealled by that 
name. But let us not be misled by a word, par- 
ticularly in this case, in which a word, rendered 
odious by its abuses in other countries, is to be 
applied to objects in this country, of a nature totally 
dissimilar. My honorable friend (Mr. Sprague) has 
already alluded to the definition given of a pension 
by the. great English lexicographer, who unluckily 
found himself before long in the situation of a pen* 
sioner. Permit me again to draw the attention of 
the Committee to this memorable definition* ^'Pen* 
sion,-~an allowance made to any one without an 
equivalent. In England, it is generally understood 
to mean pay given to a state hireling for treason to 
his country." 

Sir, I will drop the latter part of this definition, 
where the feelings of the partisan af^>ear to teive 
disturbed the judgment of the critic. I will take 
only the part of the definition intended to be exact: 
^>An allowance naade vntbout an equivalent." 




Without asr equivalent ! And is t^s the charact^ 
we are going to giv€i to the frugal allowance pror 
posed for those, who led the iHrmies; of the. Revplu-r 
tion? Pensioner ! Does any honorable mw s^ffect 
to give that name to on^ who, ip his employment, 
exerts his talents, and spends hip life zealously, 
£adth£ally, indefatigably ? Is the fair (x>iipipen9ation, 
for services rendered, to be called by the odioi^s 
name of a peq^ion ? Sir, pass this biU^: adopt date 
amendment of my hcmprabte coUeagUie (Mk* Reed)^ 
give the survivors ^ the Revoluticni all they ask, 
and ten tunes more than they ask, adad which gea-- 
eration will stUl be in arrears; we to, our fathers^ 
Qjt they to us; which will have ^oaai^ the mo^ lor 
the other; they, in achieving, by i^m ^^ aiKl 
blood, the independence we eqfoy, or ^^ Uk siolaciiig 
their age by these poor gratuities ; which generation 
is dependent im the bounty pf the other ; .. which is 
the pensioner ^f the other ? 
. Sir, it is said that other classes sulTei^d as much 
as those for whom relief ies now asked ; thart the 
^stress and privation were genearaJi^ and that the 
army bore no more than its sha^e in the common 
calamities. — ^There vsras sufiering enough cm all 
sides, Heaven knows, and i^fcjll, ift is t^ue, not less 
on the citizen at home, than 09 ^e ^soldier m the 
c^p« But the army, m, suffering a$i such, wa3 not 
exempt isoax 4^^ ^tnue -pjT the general rcalamity. 
Xh^y did not cast pS the fthaara^er and relaticms oi 
cutieens. No^ Sk, w^iiie they we;:e su0ie»rii^ all the 
hardships t^ the <amp a;nd pf tii(^ field,. they were 
als0.,su%ring in aU thi^nr. interest? at home, m com- 
mon ^with 3i(^ rest of ther cciliimii^ity. Sir, the 
.weajth,;pr rather let , me is|aj, the IrMg^l competence 
ofthegre^t masBt^of i^e citaajei^ ^ th^ United; StMes, 
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then as now, consisted in the labor of the citizen^s 
own hand, applied to the cultivation of a jittle farm, 
or the management of some other small property. 
Such unquestionably was the case with those for 
whom relief is provided by this bill. They belonged 
to a class of society whose personal attendance, la- 
bor, and care are their chief property. What 
brings the most grievous distress on such a class of 
society? Not the fluctuations and obstructions of 
the market ; not the failure of crops of great staple 
products, which do not depend upon the presence or 
absence of an opulent proprietor. No, Sir, the citizens 
of this class are most distressed when an industrious 
member is called away from the little circle ; when 
an active son or brother is lost to the aged father or 
helpless sisters, who depend on his aid to carry on 
the frugal operations of that domestic industry, 
which is necessary to the common subsistence and 
comfort. The absence from home of those most 
needed, in this way^ was the chief cause of that 
general wreck of small fortunes, which was one 
great feature of the universal distress. I myself, 
Sir, know families, from which, not one alone, 
but two, and even three, who were most wanted at 
home, were yielded to the common cause ; from 
which, when Joseph was not, and Simeon was not, 
the voice of a bleeding country called Benjamin 
away also. And however great the sacrifice, the 
call was obeyed, as is well known from many a 
touching anecdote of those eventful times. Let 
me quote but one from the memorials of that day 
on wliich the first blood of the Revolution was shed 
in that district, of which I am the humble represent- 
ative; — "The day that the report of this affair 
reached Barnstable, a company of militia imme- 
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diately assembled, and marched off to Cambridge. 
In the front rank there was a young man, the^son 
of a respectable father, his only child. In marching 
from the village, as they passed his house, he came 
out to meet them. There was a momentary halt. 
The drum and fife paused for an instant. The 
father suppressing a strong and evident emotion, 
said, * God be with you all, my friends ! and John, 
if you, my son, are. called intO; battle, take care that 
vou behave like a man, or else let me never see 
your face again.'" 

Yes, Sir, the spirit of the day was equal to its 
trials ; but let us not talk of the soldier as exempt 
in any degree from the common suffering of the 
citizen: when the fact, that he was absent from 
home in the army, might be the heaviest blow to the 
prosperity of his family, and to his own prosperity 
as a member of it. It deserves also to be recol- 
lected, that the sufferings of the country, after the 
close of the war, were probably more severe, on the 
whole, than during its continuance. The burdens 
of the war were then consolidated on society ; a 
considerable source of wealth, the expenditure of 
the foreign troops, was dried up ; the ardor of the 
contest was gone, and ruin came home to almost 
every door. Tradition can tell us of instances 
where the farmer's oxen were unyoked by the tax- 
gatherer from the plough. Such was the state of 
things which drove a portion of the citizens of my 
own State to madness; such was the condition of 
the homes to which those, who had borne the hard- 
ships and perils of the war,, too often returned. 
Let us not then imagine. Sir, that the army, in the 
midst of its peculiar privations, was, in the least de- 
gree, spared from its portion of general calamity. 

2 
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It is said, that the relief which this bill provides 
for the surviving ofl&cers of the Revolution, is a pre- 
mium on old age. Sir, that expression sounds 
harshly to my ear. The term premium^ when thus 
used, reminds me of those measures in political 
economy which are resorted to, in order to stimulate 
production. We say: that heavy duties on foreign 
fabrics are a premium on domestic manufactures — 
that injudicious aims-giving is a premium on pauper- 
ism. The provisions of this bill are not to have 
the effect of multiplying the numbers of the aged 
and venerable persons to whom it loc^s. Sir, they 
are dropping fast into the grave ; your bounty will 
come too late to produce that effect upon them, 
which at an earlier stage might have enabled them 
to bid defiance to the various foes of life. The 
most it can do will be to sooth their decline. At 
all events, it will not increase their number; and 
considering who they are, I would rather call it a 
solace and a comfort, than a premium for old age. 

I am sorry. Sir, that we cannot, go further at this 
time ; that in making provision for the surviving vet- 
eran, we cannot also make provision for the widow 
and children of those who are deceabed. Nothing 
but the well settled conviction, that the bill as already 
proposed to be amended by my colleague, is the best 
bill which can be carried through the house, recon- 
ciles me to omit from it the amendment, suggested 
yesterday by another honorable colleague and friend 
Mr. Dwight.) But, Sir, we must be contented to 
o what good we can, and not refuse to do any 
good, because we cannot do all good. The case o( 
the survivors is a case by itself ; it has been investi- 
gated ; their number is nearly ascertained ; and the 
appropriation prqK)sed is calculated to afford a 
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certain relief to those who share it. Whensoever 
the case of the widows and children shall, bj any 
honorable gentleman, be proposed to Congress in 
such a manner that we can also act with discretioii 
upon it, it shall not want my feeble aid. 

But, Sir, we have a national debt to be paid off. 
The topic, in one view of it, was treated with 
great ability, by ray friend from Maine ; and it was 
also very pertinently observed by the honorable 
chairman of the committee (Mr. Hemphill), in 
the able argument with which he introduced its 
discussion, that the provisions of the bill, if carried 
into effect, would not delay the payment of the na- 
tional debt more than sixty or ninety days. This 
national debt is a standing theiloe. I do not remem* 
b^ a debate or a question of appropriation, this 
season, not even on poor Mrs. Denny^s pension, in 
which the payment of the national debt has not 
been recommended to our anxious consideration. 
On this subject, therefore, I will ask to be 
pardoned a word. I know. Sir, it is a sound 
republican maxim to pay off the national debt. 
I am no believer in the proposition that a nation- 
al debt is a national blessing. It is in the spirit 
of our institutions, that the^ government should 
stand in as few and simple relations as possible to 
the people ; that there should be as little govern- 
ment as possible ; that the people should do as much 
as possible for themselves. It is a violation of these 
sound doctrines, that government should stand to- 
wards a portion of the citizens in a perpetuated 
relation of debtorship to a vast amount. For this 
reason, it is desirable to pay off the debt. ' But as 
a financial operation, to relieve or disembarrass the 
people, it is, in my present vieW^of the subject, lit- 
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tie better than a farce ; almost as irmch so, as the 
operations of the English sinking fund were at a 
time when vast loans were annually made ; in other 
words, when the money was borrowed to place in 
the hands of the Commissioners. Sir, you pay off 
five millions of the national debt, we will suppose, 
this year. What is gained by so doing ? You are 
relieved (it will be answered) from the necessity of 
paying the interest on five millions of dollars. Grant- 
ed ; but where do you get five millions by which 
you pay off so much of the debt ? You take it, of 
coure, by taxation, direct or indirect, from the pock- * 
ets of the people. In other words, you deprive them 
of it and the interest^on it forever — What then have 
you gained by the operation ? You have taken a sum 
of money out of one pocket and put it into the oth^r. 
I said this grave procedure was almost a farce. In 
its direct operation it is ; — in its remote results, it is 
a great loss to the country. The debt is now about 
eighty millions. Twenty-five years hence our pop- 
ulation will be doubled ; our wealth, no doubt, much 
more than doubled, but to be within bounds, let us 
say it will be doubled. A nominal debt of eighty 
millions, twenty-five years hence, will be no more 
burdensome than one of forty millions now. In oth- 
er words, time and the happy progress of the coun- 
try would of themseltes reduce the debt, if you 
would leave the thing to their silent operation, as fast 
perhaps as the public welfare demands. By hastening 
to pay the debt, we therefore increase the country's 
burden. No member of this committee will doubt 
that if the debt were not redeemable, it could be fund- 
ed at four per cent. This would be of'itself paying 
near twenty millioni&out of the eighty ; this would 
be a gain indeed. But, no, Mr. Chairman, we in- 
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sist upon paying it off now at six per cent. How- 
ever, Sir, I do not wish to pursue this subject. I 
am content to have suggested a reason, why the na- 
tional debt may be left to be considered at the proper 
time, when the reports of the Committee of Ways 
and Means are before the House. I will only add, 
that there is no analogy between the national debt and 
debt between man and man. < The national debt is 
the evidence of a capital consupied in the public ser- 
vice. No operation of finance can restore what has 
thus been destroyed. If the objects for which this 
capital was consumed were good, the expenditure 
was wise and proper ; if no^, it was unprovident ; 
but the paying or leaving it unpaid, in no degree 
affects the wealth of the nation, except as I have 
already represented it ; and ought not therefore ever 
to come into consideration, ta prevent our making 
further expenditure for necessary or laudable objects. 
There is one consideration, tMr. Chairman, which, 
as often asri have revolved this sybject in my mind, 
has seemed to call upon us, for very shame, to do 
something for these men. It is this, that liberal 
provision has been, and continues to be made, by the 
English government, for those, who, in that country, 
are called American loyalists — in this country, refu- 
gees and tories. Sir, I have myself seen the contrast 
to which I allude ; I have seen the declining days 
of a person, who had filled a Tery subordidate post 
in the public service before the year 1775, made 
comfortable by the liberal provision of the British 
government. Yes, Sir, I have, seen the imperial arm 
of her charity stretched out across the Atlantic, to 
support him in the winter of life, while the veteran 
of the Revolution was absolutely suffering, in the 
same neighbourhood, for the |vant of such relief' as 
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this bill wo^ld afford. Gentlemen all know, that 
the provision for the American loyalists still forms 
an item in the annual budget in Great Britain; 
that a portion of the bounty is dispensed in this coun* 
try ; while, even in his amendment, my worthy col* 
league has thought it necessary to make residence 
in the United States a condition of receiving this 
late and poor provision. I do not object to this : 
practically, I presumes it will deprive no one of what 
he would otherwise receive ; but I would willingly 
have emulated the bownty which knows how to pur- 
sue its rightful objects to the end of the earth. 

Consider for a moofient the amount of the expen- 
diture for the military service of the year on our 
present establishment. The entire annual cost of 
the military defence of the country, including, in- 
deed, the expensive articles of fortifications and en- 
gineering, is five millions of dollars. Sir, I make no 
unfriendly reflections on any part of this expenditure, 
either for the perm^entand durable objects, or for the 
annual services of the nufctary force of the country. 
I voted cheerfully for. the whole appropriation. — ^But 
I pray you. Sir, remember, that at the rate of five 
millions per annum, i we have paid, since the year 
1817, forty millions of dollars ; while the entire war 
debt of the revolution — the whole debt for military 
and naval, domestic apd foreign service, was but for- 
ty-two millions, as estimated in 1783. While then, 
in eight years of these piping times of peace, we pay 
for the various object;s of military expenditure an 
amount nearly equal to the whole war debt of 
the revolution, can it be said that we ought not, or 
cannot, make this poor appropriation, to pay a part 
of that unliquidated debt of honor and justice, which 
is now u rged upon us ? Can we. Sir, but three months 
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after voting these great appropriation bills for the 
military expenditure of a season of profound peace, 
can we turn from our door thie scarred and grey- 
haired veteran of the war, which gave being to our 
nation ? Sir, I cast no imputation on our army or 
its officers. They do all that can be done in time 
of peace ; as some of them, in our last struggle, did 
all that could be done by gallant men, in time of 
war ; but I know they themselves would be the last 
to say, that they deserved an earlier and prompter 
provision, than the heroes of the Revolution. 

Sir, if this act of grateful justice is ever to be 
performed, now is the time for its performance. 
The present year completes the half century since 
the declaration of independence ; and most devout- 
ly do I hope, that when the siflver trumpet of our 
political jubilee sounds, it ma^ be with a note of 
comfort and joy to the withered heart of the war- 
worn veteran of the Revolution.^ Our tardy provision 
will indeed come too late to h^lp him through the 
hard journey of life ; it will not come t*o late to 
alleviate the sorrows of age, and smooth the pillow 
of decline. Sir, it is the fiftieth year of our inde- 
pendence. How much we shall read, how much we 
shall hear, how much, perhaps, \te shall say this year, 
about the glorious exploits of our fathers, and the debt 
of gratitude we owe them. I domot wish this to be all 
talk. I want to do something. I want a substantial 
tribute to be paid them. Praise, Sir, is sweet music 
both to old and young ; but I honestly confess ^at 
my mind relucts and revolts, b^ anticipation, 9t the 
thought of the compliments With which we are 
going to fill the ears of these poor veteran^, while 
we leave their pockets empty, fthd their backs cold. 
If we cast out this bill, I do hope that some mem- 
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ber of the House, possessing an influence to which 
I cannot aspire, will introduce another, to make it 
penal to say a word on the fourth of July, about 
the debt of gratitude which we owe to the heroes 
of the Revolution. Let the day and the topic pas§ 
in decent silence. I hate all gag-laws ; but there 
is one thing I am willing to gag — the vaporing 
tongue of a bankrupt, who has grown rich, and 
talks sentiment, about the obligation he feels to his 
needy creditor, whom he paid off at 2s. 6d. in the 
pound. 

Mr. Chairman, we have heard much, of late, 
of the Washington '' policy. In the recent dis- 
cussions on a great' national question, this policy 
was declared, on all sides, to be the only safe rule 
for the administration of our foreign affairs. Whith- 
ersoever it led us, we were all willing to go ; 
wheresoever it left us, we all professed to stop. 
On no side of the* House was there a question 
whether we should adhere to it, or depart from it : 
the only l^uestion was, whether it did or did not 
authorize, without limitation, the measure proposed. 
On that question, I was so unfortunate as to differ 
from many honorable gentlemen, with whom I 
should be happy ever to agree. Now, Sir, we are 
on ground where there can be no dispute, and happy 
am I to find my honorable friends (Messrs. Hemp- 
hill and Buchanan) the first to assume it. I should 
be glad, indeed, to know, what part of the 
Washington policy stands more deeply impressed 
on every record that remains to us from the father 
of his country, than the duty of providing for 
these, his surviving brethren in arms. Where, Sir, 
in all the memorials of that great man, will you 
find any injunction of neutral policy, any admonition 
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against entangling alliances, expressed in language 
more strong, than that in which he enforces the 
claim which is now before you ? " If," said he, " be- 
sides the simple pay of wages, a further compensa- 
tion is not due to the sufferings and sacrifices of the 
officers, then have 1 been mistaken indeed. If the 
whole army have not merited whatever a grateful 
people can bestow, then have 1 been beguiled by 
prejudice, and built opinion on the basis of error. 
If this country should not, in the event," ( — in the 
event, Mr. Chairman, and when at length it should 
possess the means, — ) " perform every thing which 
has been requested by the late memorials to Con- 
gress, then shall my belief become vain, and the 
hope which has been excited, void of foundation. 
And if, as has been suggested, for the purpose of 
influencing their passions," (for. Sir, it did not enter 
into the mind of Washington, to conceive that the 
Newburgh letters were to prove prophetic) "the 
officers of the army are to be the only sufferers by 
this Revolution ; if, in retiring frpm the field, they 
are to grow old in poverty, wretchedness, and con- 
tempt ; if they afe to wade through the vile mire of 
dependency, and owe the miserable remnant of that 
life to charity, which has hitherto been spent in 
honor, then 1 shall have realized a tale, which will 
embitter every moment of my future life. But I 
am under no such apprehensions ; a country rescued 
by their arms from impending ruin, will never leave 
unpaid the debt of gratitude." 

Now, talk to me, Sir, of the policy of Washing- 
ton. What ! are we going to follow it by halves ? 
Are we going to laud and adopt it, when it is 
cautious and reserved ; to repudiate and trample on 
it, where it is generous and great ? Sir, it is with 
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his policy, as it is with his character. Its excel- 
lence and grandeur consist in the harmonious mix- 
ture of its opposite qualities. What was it that 
raised the man to that elevation, on which no other 
mortal ever stood. It was the lion-hearted valor, 
which qualified his Fabian prudence ; the god-like 
generosity which went hand in hand with his pris- 
tine temperance and frugality. Disjoin this match- 
less compound of virtues ; — take from either of his 
strongly marked characteristics, the opposite quality 
which balanced and chastened it ; and you bring 
him down to the common level of humanity ; and 
make of him no more than a common great man. 
It is so with his policy. Sift out from all his les- 
sons the prudent and dissuasive ; listen to his voice 
then, and then only, when he warns you against 
following the impulses of enthusiasm! and shut 
your eyes, and shut your ears, and shut your hearts, 
when he bids you be generous and liberal, and you 
make a policy. Sir, of which I, at least, have no am- 
bition to be a disciple. 
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